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Professional Experience: Faculty member at UCI since 1977; served as Chair 1991-1995 and 

2005-present; Distinguished Professor since 2010. 

 

Awards and Honors: Alexander von Humboldt Prize, Senior Scientist Award, Göttingen, West 

Germany, 1990; Athalie Clark Research Achievement Award, UCI, 1997; Kenneth S. Cole 

Award for Membrane Biophysics, Biophysical Society, 2000; Javits Neuroscience Investigator 

Award, 2006-13; Henry Kunkel Society, elected 2008; Elected to the US National Academy of 

Sciences, 2010; UCI Distinguished Faculty Award for Research, 2011 

 

Research Interests: Cahalan has pursued a single-cell approach to investigate the immune 

response. His pioneering work identified the pivotal role of ion channels in T lymphocytes. He 

elucidated the physiological functions and the molecular basis for calcium signaling that 

activates T lymphocytes. By two-photon imaging in intact lymphoid organs, his work continues 

to reveal an elegant and dynamic cellular choreography that underlies the initiation of the 

immune response in vivo. 
 


